
In Memory of

Private

Harry Rossiter

11481, 1sth Bn., Durham Light lnfantry who died on 10 April 1917

Remembered with Honour
Cojeul British Cemetery, St. Martin-Sur-Cojeul

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Age at death 22 yeaes
Date of death lultlt-7lo
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Rank:

Service No:

Date of Deeth:

RegimenUService:

Grave Reference:

Cem€6ry:

Private

1 1481

1WUt19',t7

Durham Ught lnfuntry

15th Bn.

c.28.
COJEUL BRITISH
CEMETERY, ST. MARTIN-
SUR-COJEUL

(reaaot , ?as tE ea"ats\

cwcc ARcHrvE oNLTNE (4)

Grave Registration Reports (GRRS) are standard iorms which detail graves for which the Commission is responsible within a
particular burial ground. They provide basic details of the individuals, such as name, servi@ number, rank, regiment, unit and
date of death, and are listed in Plot, Row and Grave order.

GRAVES REGISTERS
REGISTR.ATION

REPORTS (FINALS)
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Having trouble finding
documents? Do you need some
help?

Read our FAQs

You may also be interested in...

Our Partners - with links to many different organisations who can help you to better understand the two world wars.

(Pteas note: CWGC is not rcsponsible for the antent of Extemal Sites)

REGISTERS
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Harry Rossiter in the UK, WWI Service Medal
and Award Rolls, 1914-1920

Name: Harry Rossiter

MilitaryYear: 1914-1915

Rank: Private

MedalAwarded: 1914-15 Star

Regiment or Corps: Durham Light lnfantry

RegimentalNumber: 11481

Other Records: 
Search for'Harry Rossiter' in other lAAy'r/l

collections

war Diaries (France, Belgium, 
search for'Durham Light lnfantry' in the \AM/l

Germany): 
war Diaries (France' Belgium' Germany)

collection

War Diaries (Gallipoli); Search for'Durham Light lnfantry'in the \AM/l

War Diaries (Gallipoli) collection

Source Citation
The National Archives of the UK; Kew, Surrey, England; WWI 9eruice Medal and Award Rolls: Class: WO 329:
Piece Number: 2792

Source lnformation
Ancestry.com. UK, WWI Seruice Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:

Ancestry.com Operations, lnc., 201 4.

Original data: War Office and Air Ministry: Service Medal and Award Rolls, FirstWorid War. WO329. The
National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, England.

Description
Find your heroes and veterans from the Great War in this collection of medal and award rolls. Learn more...

@ 2015, Ancestry.com

hup://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/IWOServiceMedalAwar... 15/06120L5
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Harry Rossiter in the UK, WWI Service Medal
and Award Rolls, 1914-1920

Name: Harry Rossiter

MilitaryYear: 1914-1920

Rank: Private

MedalAwarded: British War Medal and Victory Medal

Regiment or Corps: Durham Light lnfantry

RegimentalNumber: 11481

Previous Units: 2nd Durh. L.1.11481. Pte., 1Sth Durh. L.l. 11481.

Other Records: 
Search for'Harry Rossiter' in other \AM/l

collections

war Diaries (France, Belgium, 
search for'Durham Light lnfantry' in the VIAN|

Germanv): :i:3::* 
(France' Bersium' Germanv)

War Diaries (Gallipoli): Search for'Durham Light lnfantry' in the \AArVl

War Diaries (Gallipoli) collection

Source Citation
The National Archives of the UK; Kew, Suney, England; WWI Service Medal and Award Ro//s; Class: WA 329;
Piece Number: 7605

Source lnformation
Ancestry.com. UK, WW Servrbe Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920ldatabase onJinel. Provo, UT, USA:

Ancestry.com Operations, lnc., 201 4.

Original data: War Office and Air Ministry: Service Medal and Award Rolls, FirstWorld War. WO329. The
National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, England.

Description
Find your heroes and veterans from the Great War in this collection of medal and award rolls. Learn more...

O2015, Ancestry.com

http://search.ancestry.co.uldsearctr/collections/IWoServiceMedalAwar... 15106/2015
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REPORI 0]l lEE Pr.x! SI]-YED BY IEn 15IE BAfnfi. DURE-i'J
TIEEI INFANfBY IN TEE AfTACX I.OJE BY lHE 64[H TNF.PIU'RY
BRIGADE ON EEE EINDENBITT} II$E O}i ATRIL 9.10, 1917.

1. BAIT*trIOII OBtECrIrES.
@lotted to tue BattaLlon were &s follows:-

trInSS OBJECrIrE. German front Ilae a.red. coEmulloetion
trenches froro [.4.b.9.7b to
N.54.d,.3.816

SECOND OBJECIM. Gemrn suppct trenches fSon
N.65. c. g.4i to N. 94.b.?. 2-]-

2. COUPfiiY OB.IECIMS.
e.5]'ecffi given to Companies vrere:-

tr0rr and rrDI Coys to take the .litirst 3attaLion Objective
aatl. to forn the first wave.
rrBtr 8nA r?.'rr Coys to take the Second Battallon Objective
aarl to forn the seconal wave.

fhe frontages allottetl to-Compaaleo wetre:-!'c" coy. I.4.b.S.?*- to-Ir.34.d.7+.1+-
"Drr Coy. I'I.04.tI.7i.1-L to N.34.d..3.8j-
"B' Coy. N.95. c.5.4_ to N. 35.c.L.7]2-t'A,' coy. t{.65.o.1.7*- to N. O4.b.7.2+

6. ASSELIBT,Y.

Shetly after mitLnight npriS- 8/9, tJle attacking Conpa^nles
were in tJreir essembly trenohes in !.4.c end t.3. the
bouatlaries of rrchicb b,tt been prevlously marked ty the
Brlgade Staff, the Ist Bn. E.-Yorke. Regt."ann the gth
X.0.Y.I.I. on our 1eft.
[he gth i(.O.Y.L.I. were not however oocupying thelr assembly
trencbes but were in the sunlen road 1n rear.
liy right Company Commanilers, Capts. thorpe and Cartman, lvere
lnstructetl to get 1n touch with tbe left Compeny Coronanclers
of the Lst 3n. I.Yorks. Eegt. antt to worir tn olose co-oper-
&tion with them.
i.-y left CompaJay Corlloend.ers, trieuts. Saurders antl HaL1, had
similar oralers as reg:arals the right ConopaBy Commenciers of
tbe 9th ll.O.Y.l.I. jrs tb.ese oompalles were not ln the same
treaches, the llalson was motre d.1fflcu1t.

4. TlB ADVJNCE EO fEE ASSAIII,I.

;t 3.45 p.m., -prlL gtb, rCn and ttDt' CgyB Left thelr
assembJ.y trenches antl aclvaased to the assault ia lines of
sectious in fil.e followod. at 2OO yards alistauce by rBil aatlrrA" Coye la the same formation.
Owlrrg to the aclvanoe beiag m,de 1n cJ.ose oo-operatlon rlth
the Lst Bn. E. Yorks. Regt., a1J. compan5.es set off at the
ssme minute and tLurlag the atlvaace it was impossible to
dlstinguisb where the juaetion of tJre two regimeats was.
'B'ancl'rArr Coys haLted. on reaohlng the ltne of the sunken
roail 1,I. 14.c.5,2 to T.4.b.4.5, until real flares couId be seea
burning Ln front, this being a pre-elraageil signal to warn
them thet the fi"st objective bad been secured. 0n the reil
flares being Ughted, nBw aucl "ir Coys continued the'ir
ad.vance.
Very felv casuEilties were inourrecl cturing the ativanco to the
assault.

5. [EE. ASSAUI.B.

IICI and "Drr Coys bad very little tttfficulty ln taklng thelr
obJectives an(L trCtt Coy got ln touch with the Lst Ba. B.Yorks.
Regt. on their right et once. Ehis touch was maintained
untll the lst Bn. ir. Yorks. Regt. were d.riven back on the
uight of the 10th r'rpri.I.

http://interactive.ancestrylibrary.com/Print/60779143112 2161_0-00122?landscape:f. .. 1510612015
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5. lri.E Aooatlrr8 Coutd-

0.C. '.lrr Coy, being unable to obtain connection mlth the
gth ia.O.Y.L:l. on [is Ieft, persorally took charge of a
hnmtrino nqr{:w nnil homhed his wav some 3OO yards to his Ibombing party a:ati bombed his way some 900 yarils
along ttrat part of tb.e euemyt s front ltue wblch

s Left
af ong T&;.t pirt of tb.e euemyt s lront ltue wblch forued. part
of t[e lirsi obJective of tle 9tb ]1.0.Y.I.1. i't this

6.

poiat, hovever,-he ran short of bonbs antl was forceal to
withclravr to his own part of the 11ne.
lhts Officer states thet naa he bad sufflcient bombs he
wouJ.cl have been able to silence the German machine gun which
was hoLcllng up the aclvaace of the gth ii.0.Y.l.I.

[m ASsiUIf. (Secoad 0bjeotive).

oa trCrt and ttD' Coys secuxing their obJeotlve, rrBtr alld Ii!r?
Coys continued. their atlnaace arld nhen pessiag fJrrougb the
gals ln the Geruran wire ca^ne under a very beavT barrage and
tne attacklng 1lnes beca,rae eomewhat alls-olSanised, but the
flrst Gefiraa trenoh was euteretl. [his proveal .to be very
wicte ancl difflcult to cross whlch ceused further aLisolgell-
lsation of the seoorri wave anal neoessiteteil a re-arangement
whlch was uot easy orf,iag to Cornpaaies belng lolxeat up.
lleanwhlLe, Capt. Cartman, rdro was ln conmard of the secoudl
wave, rec6ivetl lnformatioa thet the 9th K.0.Y.],.I. had. not
reaabed the flrst obJective a^trd Urat the 1st Bn. 3. Yorks.
Regt. were not prooeedtag to the secontl obJectLve, aud a
patroL unal.er zna tteut. TJlLuarns drich hatl been sent forwartt
to exarolne the rrlre lu froat of the seooncl objectlve,
reporte<l lt as belng very strong aad qutte unout by our
artllJ.ery - also that it was unaier eufllatl.e machLne gu:r flre
from the Left. Very few mea of this patrol returuect.
Capt. Cartnan then got into touch with an Officer of tbe
1st Bu. E. Yorks. Regt. and after tllecusslng the adrisabi]-tty
of a further acivance, deolded. that the sltuatton, betug wbat
i.t was, a further advatlce was impossibJ.e uatl1 furtber
artillery fire had beeu brought to bear on the euemyls
support Liue and. the wire in front of Lt and he sent me a
messege to thls effeot.

CONSOI,IDABION OS CA?TIJREN POSIEIOIIS.

;s aoou as the first obJective wes secured, the work of
ooasollatatiou began.
Owing to the shortage of bombs a hostile bombing party was
able to make consitlerabLe progress oa the Left flank and

. succeeated 1n turnlag aut a large uumber of "A[ anat I'Drt Coys f
frorn the g?ouff- gs.lneal. 0n receiving a message to thls
effect, I sent a tnessaga to Capt. llhorpe, 0.C. rr0[ Coy,
lnstructing hin to take coromanal of the flring liae antl to
collect the remna,:ats of the other Companles and form and
hoi-d. a stroag poiut from l{.04.d.?rz-.L to n.4.t.S}.2.
Shortly after that, I receiveil a tolephone ressage from
GeneraL Heai[Ian, Con@ancllng 64th Infantry 3rlgatte, lastruatlng
rae to aot in tbe uray that I had. alreaaLy tione. Shortly after
this I recelvecl a rrLtten measage from Capt. thorpe to the
effect that he had carrled. out my orders and. that he felt
confid.ent about his posttion but thet he consialered tbat the
men should be relievecl as soon as posslble. B.G.C. 64th
lnfeatry Brigade lnfornetl me that I would roceive three
platooas of the LOth &.0.Y.1.I. as a relnforcement and these
men arrived.. Capt. lhorpe lnformed roe that with the edd.ition
of the reinforcement from the 10th K.O.Y.I.I. hls Line was too
thickly n.:.nned. I accordlngly ordlered. hlm to wlthd"rew men
to the shel1-holes i.n the enemy w'ire to aot as a suppott to
himseLf iu case of counter-attack, anc[, at the sane time, to
sornmaoce dlgging e comrnrnloatlon trench to oonneot his strong
point with the sunken raad in 1.4.a.

2.

7.
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o ENEi,I C0u{rm-AlrncKs:
i.t ebout 5 a.n. on the norniug of .lpriI 10th, the enff:y
Daale e vely deternlned. bonbing sttack ou roy J.eft flr'nk
anal for 1* hours a bard. figbt vras in progress. -'-t 6.30 e.n.
the enemy*was driven ott aia thfus weie iulet. :''t abou'i;
I !.m. inforroation froro :1. -r.C. uas received to the effect
that the German trerches on our left were unoecupletl.
I lnstructed Capt. lhorpe to sena out en officer's patrol
to asoertein if this was so. ..t 3.15 p.m. 2nd lleut.
Da'nies wlth a bonbing squacl proceetled pest t]re block autl
along the trencb. to the left. Ee had not gone more than
50 yard.s rvhen he cncouatered. strong boci.ies of the elemy
&nd was forcetl to returo to or:r own 1lne.
..t about 0.40 p.m. the enemy ettenptecl another cou:cter-
attaok on 4y 1-eft f1ank. lhis hovrevor onJ.y lasted about
20 mlnutes ancl the enemy did. not succeeal ln penetratlng
our llae.

EEE },'-I[EDRNYIAT.

;.t about 7.3-5 p.m. some bomblag was heard on ny right and
the Lst Bn. E. Yorks. Regt. were seeu to be wlthdrawiag to
the 1lae of the surkea road a:rd the men of the E. Yorks. on
our lrrmeiliate rlght etarteal to ran lnto ou! treuch. -.it1
attempt was made by us to bokl up tire Germna attack but we
were ulable to tlo so a,nd Capt. lhoqre orderett a vrithclrawa]-
to the surkea roatl trenches and sent me a ru@er informlng
me of t:1s. I lmneaLlately sent him en ortler to rcake a
counter-attack and consoli&ate & smeller portion of the
enemyr s 1lne than he had. hild before. CoL. Iostlerdrlte of
the L0th K.0.Y.1.I.wh.o were holdi.ng the srnken roatl, ordered
him not to counter-attack as he hatl recelved lnstractlons
fron 64th Infaatry Brlgede to t,Lis effect.
Capt. ftrorpe thereon hr.nd.ed over to Capt. Carturn a.rld c&:le
bsek to Battn. EeacLquarter.s and inforrned me as io the situ-
atlon. I then colLectetl a1]- the spare men at Battn. FI.Q.
,na[ sent the::n forrard svlth awnrlition and. bonbs und.er trleut.
Herbert, the trnvls Gua 0fficor. I was than orilered. by 64th
Iafantry Bligade to rylthd.raw to the seconil line assembly
trench vhere I went antl found. that only 211 0fflcers and. men
were Ieft. Ehe splrit of the nen was ?plmdid and thgry
were all eager to counter-attack.
On returnlng to Batta. Eeartquarters f xeceived ortlers to
take mtr, Battslion to B0IS],SiIX-SE-I"i.RC as soon as the 0.C.lst Bn. lincoln Regt. wes satisfied as to the situation.
Ihe BattaLton marched, off frorn the ifiI'ilii-CR0ISftrtrES road
at about mldalght on nlght .rprl1 LO/11.

OBSERYAfIOiIS.

1. If the attacking troops had hatt a lerger supply of bonbs
in hand, I thini.: that things rzould have gone differe::tly and
we roight have been abLe to enable ttre gth -::.0.Y. l. to reachtheir first objectlve.

2. Our snipers tlict excellent wor]; but iirere -::ere not enough
of them to cor,rgrete vrith the eneny snipers and our losses from
sniplng after the attacir vas ned.e rvere consid.erdble.

3. J great nurnber oi rifle grenad.es r.rere used. by us and. vere
fouird. to be invaluable olring to the fact thet the Gernan
couLd. outthrou, us with his egE and stick bombs.

4. I consicler that Dayfield bodl' shie]-ds voul-d. heve saved e
nra:rber of ca.sualties among our bornbers.

o

5.
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5. The comrmr.nication trench whlch was dug back to the line
of the sunlen road uncloubtedly saved thelives of many
runners ancl stretcher-bearers.

6. tbe latLcler line system of te3-epb.one wlre proved very
effective antl cornmunication wes maintainec[ betyreen Battallon
Eeadguarters and. 0.C. flrlag I1ae without aJ3y greai
d ifficulty.

(Sd) J. r'a1vsy-Beyts, i.;ajor,
Condg. 15th Durham Light Irrt}.

-pril 14th, 1917.

L.
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Harry Rossiter in the 1911 England Census

Name: Harry Rossiter

Age in 191 1: 16

Estimated Birth Year: abt 1895

Relation to Head: Son (Child)

Gender: Male

Birth Place: South Hetton, Durham, England

Civil Parish: Hetton le Hole

County/lsland: Durham

Country: England

Street address: 169 High Street Easington Lane Hetton

Occupation: Pony Driver Coal Miner Below Ground

Registration district: Houghton le Spring

Registration District Number: 553

Sub-registration district: Hetton le Hole

ED, institution, or vessel: 7

Piece: 30078

Household Members: Name Age

William Rossiter 58

Jane Rossiter 64

Annie Rossiter 21

Harry Rossiter 16

Source Citation
Class: RG74; Piece: 30078

Source lnformation
Ancestry.com. 1911 England Census [database onJine]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, lnc., 201 1.

Original data: Census Returns of England and Wales, 1911 . Kew, Surrey, England: The National Archives of
the UK (TNA), '19'11.

Data imaged from the National Archives, London, England. The National Archives gives no warranty as to the

accuracy, completeness or fitness for the purpose of the information provided. lmages may be used only for
purposes of research, private study or education. Applications for any other use should be made to the National

Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TWg 4DU.

Description
This database includes householders' forms from the '191 I Census of England. lnformation found on the

householders forms include: name, relationship to head of family, age at last birthday, sex, marriage details
(including numberof children), occupation, birthplace, nationality, and postal address. Learn more...

@ 20'15, Ancestry.com

Page 1 ofl
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Henry Rossiter in the 1901 England Census

Name: Henry Rossiter

Age: 5

Estimated Birth Year: abt 1896

Relation to Head: Son (Child)

Gender: Male

Father: WilliamRossiter

Mother: Jane Rossiter

Birth Place: soutn rlE6"don, Durham, England

CivilParish: Hefton le Hole

Ecclesiastical parish: Lyons St Michael and AllAngels

Town: Easington Lane

Gounty/lsland: Durham

Country: England

Street address: r'\UL',oJ ta"E , $Ztt,o'l-t€-*otL (&ts'ar'o"t ta'e'\

Occupation: :'.oi y'atul&. EoAuxnftl,

Condition as to marriage: lView image

Employment status:

Registration district: Houghton Le Spring

Sub-registration district: Hetton le Hole

ED, institution, or vessel: 7

Neighbors: View others on page

Piece: 4696

Folio: 48

Page Number: 23

Household schedule number: 135

Household Members: Name Age

William Rossiter 49 b. Ails{rt-
Jane Rossiter 53 b.ieAnqu tlM&olfr.

Thomas Rossiter 17 6 500nr Llzi{oA (coarx"tec)

Maria Rossiter 14 A ^

Ann Rossiter 11 ^ I

Henry Rossiter 5 it {

Source Citation
Class: RG/3; Piece: 4696; Folio: 48; Page: 23

Page I of?
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Search for
Type: Marriages Startdate: Mar 1883 Enddate: Mar 1883

Volume: 10a Page: 541

\1'hilst FTeeBNID makes everl'effort to ensure accurate transcription, errors exist in both the original index and the
transcription. l'ou are advised to verify the reference given from a copy ofthe index before ordering a certificate. Ifan entry
has the symbol Fif next to it )'ou can view the scan of the GRO index page from which the transcription was made in order to
verifl' the reference. Click on the *r'symbol to view the scan.

lf you are StrRE that our transcription(s) trelow differs from the GRO index, you can submit a correction request by clicking
on the Info button to the right ofthe entry in question.

Surname First name(s) District Vol Page

Marriages Mar 1883 
"ssvol

Elliott
HALL
HAMFIELD
PAUL
ROSSITER

Christopher
Jane

Isabel Glennie

Ann
William

Easinqton 10a541

Easinston 10a541

Stockton l0a54l
Easinston 10afl!
Easinston 10a541

Has our search engine found the
record you are seeking?

Click here to leam what to do
now.

Found one partner in a marriage
but now looking for the spouse?

Click here for more information.

Don't understand the results? Can't
find the record you are looking
for?

Perhaps our Frequently Asked
Ouestions could have the answer.

If FreeBMD has been of help in your search you may wish to consider making a donation.

FreeBMD hasn't yet transcribed the whole index - see here for which years have been transcribed.
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FreeBMD - Search Page2 of2

Since we haven't yet transcribed the whole index we need more people to help. If you have very basic skills, a
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